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MINUTES OF THE APRIL 11, 2019, RIVERWAY BOARD MEETING

The Lower Wisconsin State Riverway Board (LWSRB) met on Thursday, April 11, 2019, at the Ruth Culver Community Library to conduct a regular monthly business meeting.  The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chair Fred Madison.  All members were present with the exception of Ritchie Brown.  Acknowledgment that the meeting was properly noticed was provided by Mark E. Cupp, Executive Director.  A motion to approve the agenda was made by Ron Leys, seconded by Jerry Dorscheid.  MOTION CARRIED.  A motion to approve the minutes of the March 14, 2019, meeting was made by Dorscheid, seconded by Dick McFarlane.  MOTION CARRIED.  


The Executive Committee report was presented by Chair Madison who noted two new board members had been appointed by Governor Tony Evers.  Steve Wetter, Mayor of Boscobel, will serve as the Grant County representative.  He replaces outgoing member Robert Cary of Blue River.  Randy Poelma of LaCrosse will serve as an at-large member representing recreational user groups.  He fills the vacancy created by the resignation of George Arimond.  Cupp noted the board must assign interim committee assignments and suggested the following structure until the new fiscal year


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

Fred Madison (Chair)








Jerry Dorscheid (Vice-Chair)








Gigi LaBudde (Secretary)


OPERATIONS COMMITTEE:

Jerry Dorscheid (Chair)








Ritchie Brown








Ron Leys








Randy Poelma (Alternate)


PERSONNEL COMMITTEE:

Ritchie Brown (Chair)








Dick McFarlane








Gigi LaBudde







Steve Williamson (Alternate)


BUDGET & OFFICE COMMITTEE:
Dick McFarlane (Chair)







Steve Williamson








Steve Wetter








Randy Poelma (Alternate)
A motion to approve the interim committee assignments was made by Gigi LaBudde and seconded by Dorscheid.    MOTION CARRIED.  

Under correspondence the board reviewed the semi-annual report submitted by the Pattison Sand Company regarding frac sand mining operations in the Town of Bridgeport, Crawford County.  The report revealed there has been no mining activity within the Riverway boundary.


The guest speaker for the meeting was Alison Duff, Ecologist – USDA Agricultural Research Station, who discussed activities at the Dairy Forage Research Center.  Duff noted the research is designed to benefit the 
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dairy industry nationwide and is conducted in collaboration with the University of Wisconsin – Madison.  She said a major advantage of the 2200-acre land base is to practice landscape scale management.

The Operations Committee report was presented by Chairman Dorscheid who discussed the permit request of Jacob Brickl for the construction of a storage shed in the Town of Troy, Sauk County. He noted a field inspection was conducted by Cupp, on April 5, 2019.  Plans call for construction of a 30 ft. x 40 ft. pole barn with a maximum height of 16 ft.  The site is not visible from the Wisconsin River during leaf-on conditions. 

Dorscheid made a motion, seconded by McFarlane, for issuance of a general permit with the following standard conditions:

· The existing screening vegetation shall be maintained and replaced if damaged or destroyed;

· The height of the structure shall be limited so that the structure does not become visible from the Wisconsin River during leaf-on conditions; and,

· The landowner or his/her agent shall notify the LWSRB upon initiation and completion of the project. 

MOTION CARRIED.

Permits extension requests submitted by Mike Finlay on behalf of DNR were then considered.

SITE LOCATION:
Munz Lane; Town of Millville, Grant County 

A field inspection was conducted by Cupp and the LWSRB Operations Committee when the original application was filed.  Plans call for 11 patch clearcuts totaling 22 acres in the Riverview Zone and Resource Management Zone.  No harvesting will occur within the Bluff Zone.  Most of the small regeneration cuts will not be visible from the Wisconsin River during leaf-on conditions.  The harvest has not been completed.  A motion to approve a two-year extension with retention of the original permit conditions was made by Dorscheid, seconded by Williamson.  MOTION CARRIED.  
SITE LOCATION:
former Bogenschneider tract; Town of Wyoming, Iowa County


A field inspection was conducted by Cupp in conjunction with the original permit application. Plans call for the selective harvest of timber in the Bluff Zone and Riverview Zone and small regeneration cuts in the Riverview Zone and Resource Management Zone.  The purpose of the activity is to regenerate oak and aspen.  Most of the harvest area is not visible from the Wisconsin River during leaf-on conditions.  No new roads will be constructed.  The harvest will occur when the ground is frozen and dry and during leaf-off conditions.  The harvest has not been completed.  A motion to approve a two-year extension with retention of the original permit conditions was made by Dorscheid, seconded by Williamson.  MOTION CARRIED.  

The retained conditions of both permits are detailed below. 

· The harvest shall comply with the basal area limits for the residual stand in the Bluff Zone and Riverview Zone and as detailed in Chapter NR 37, Wisconsin Administrative Code;

· In the Bluff Zone and Riverview Zone, all trees selected for harvest or leave trees shall be appropriately marked and reviewed by the LWSRB for compliance with the applicable performance standards prior to initiation of the harvest;

· In the Bluff Zone and Riverview Zone, the harvest shall be limited to the times when the ground is frozen or dry and the leaves are off the deciduous trees;
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· The LWSRB shall review the location and design of all new logging roads, if any, in the Riverview Zone;

· The new logging roads, if any, shall comply with the applicable performance standards regarding grade and erosion control and shall be re-seeded upon completion of the harvest;

· The LWSRB shall review the location and design of all small regeneration cuts and shelterwood cuts in the Riverview Zone to assure compliance with the applicable performance standards;

· If necessary, the various zones shall be delineated prior to initiation of the harvest;

· The landowner or his/her agent shall notify the LWSRB within 10 working days upon completion of the harvest and, if necessary, the LWSRB shall conduct a post-harvest field inspection; and,

· The LWSRB shall review modification of the plans, as submitted, for compliance with the applicable performance standards.


The board discussed the possibility of solar panels being installed at the Black Hawk Unit to provide power to the Rhinelander Cabin and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) shed.  The existing power line would be retired.  Cupp will meet with representatives of DNR and Alliant Energy to discuss the proposal.  Cupp also noted work continues on the reconstruction of the Boscobel to Lone Rock American Transmission Company line. He also stated emergency repairs had to be made at locations near Woodman and Spring Green/Arena.  Cupp said he issued a two-year extension to a previously issued timber harvest permit for Chad Carl for a site in the Town of Millville, Grant County. 

The Budget & Office Committee report was presented by Acting Chair McFarlane who reviewed the FY 19 budget.  Cupp noted staff continues to monitor spending and austerity measures remain in place through the remaining months of the fiscal year.

There was no report from the Personnel Committee.


The Executive Director’s report was presented by Cupp who reviewed the materials in the board members’ packets.  

Under board members’ business, LaBudde noted upcoming Earth Day events and read a poem entitled “Meeting the Spirit of the Water.”  McFarlane encouraged members to watch the Wisconsin Public Television series “Portraits from Rural Wisconsin.”  Williamson noted the solar panel project slated for the Town of Buena Vista, Richland County, had received approval at the county committee level.  He noted STH 60 between the intersection with STH 80 to the east and CTH W to the west in Richland County is slated to be resurfaced in 2025.  No adverse aesthetic impacts when viewed from the river are expected. 

The DNR report was presented by Matt Seguin, DNR Riverway Property Manager, who said the DNR had provided the Town of Pulaski, Iowa County, with funding to re-gravel Hay Lane, which provides access to the Avoca Prairie.  He said controlled burns are being conducted include the Mazomanie Unit.  Seguin said summer employees are being hired. 

During the public comment session, Timm Zumm of the Friends of the Lower Wisconsin Riverway (FLOW) said a paddling and bird watching event is planned involving FLOW and the River Valley Birders.  He said a garlic mustard pulling event will be held at Ferry Bluff.  Jim Dickey of Middleton thanked FLOW members for the work they do in Riverway.

A motion to adjourn was made by LaBudde, seconded by Dorscheid.  MOTION CARRIED.

For further information, corrections, additions or deletions to the minutes, contact Mark Cupp, Executive Director, at (608) 739‑3188 or 1-800-221-3792.


