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MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 8, 2015, RIVERWAY BOARD MEETING

The Lower Wisconsin State Riverway Board (LWSRB) met on Thursday, January 8, 2015, at the Kratochwill Memorial Building in Muscoda to conduct a regular monthly business meeting.  The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman Don Greenwood.  All members were present with the exceptions of Fred Madison and Ritchie Brown.  Acknowledgment that the meeting was properly noticed was provided by Mark E. Cupp, Executive Director.  A motion to approve the agenda was made by Melody Moore, seconded by Ron Leys.  MOTION CARRIED.  A motion to approve the minutes of the December 11, 2014, meeting was made by Leys, seconded by Jerry Dorscheid.  MOTION CARRIED.

The Executive Committee report was presented by Chairman Greenwood.  A presentation was given by officials from the American Transmission Company (ATC) regarding the reconstruction of the 69kv line between Boscobel and Lone Rock.  Jon Calloway began the presentation by noting ATC is a transmission only utility.  He noted the Boscobel to Lone Rock is the backbone of transmission in the area.  The line was constructed in the 1950’s and the poles are old, damaged and require replacement.  He said there may be relocation of portions of the line, including a proposed change from the current river crossing to a new site.  ATC hopes to file an application with the Public Service Commission in the third quarter or fourth quarter of 2015 with construction preliminarily proposed for 2018.  Other presenters included Brad Vosters, Mike Warwick and Trevor Stiles.

The possible relocation of the line across the Wisconsin River garnered the most discussion.  The current crossing between the Town of Pulaski, Iowa County, and Town of Orion, Richland County, would be retired if a new crossing is established.  The preferred location would cross the river downstream of the railroad bridge (about ½ mile downstream) and the alternate location would be to follow the rail corridor and cross at the railroad bridge. Cary asked about burial of the line under the river and ATC said there are many problems with burial including cost and heat dissipation.  Greenwood said the board will require visual simulations of the potential new crossings.  ATC said simulations will be provided.  Cupp noted the board likely will conduct on-river field inspections to view the sites during leaf-on conditions so any decision by the board won’t come until late May or early June.

George Arimond then gave a report on the Minnesota Water Trails Summit.  He noted the Minnesota Department of Tourism and Department of Natural Resources worked together to organize the summit.  The intent was to connect paddling enthusiasts and create networks, share information and highlight new ideas; e.g., paddling and cycling.  He said the next event will be in 2016, possibly in Duluth.  Arimond said it was a very worthwhile gathering.

MOTION CARRIED.

Cupp reported another hearing will be held in Circuit Court regarding the Pattison Sand Company case against the LWSRB.  Judge Craig Day will preside at the hearing in Crawford County Circuit Court, Prairie du Chien, at 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, January 22, 2015.  

The legislative update was given by Cupp who said he and Dave Martin had met with State Representative Travis Tranel regarding draft legislation to close the non-metallic mining loophole in the Riverway law.  Cupp, 
Martin and Greenwood met with then Senator-elect Howard Marklein who asked Cupp to reach out to stakeholders to assure there were no opposition from key players.  Cupp said he also met with State Senator Jennifer Shilling on the matter.  The legislation has not yet been introduced.
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The strategic planning report was presented by Arimond who reviewed the process the board was engaged in to revise the existing strategic plan.  Cupp then reviewed a memorandum that identified potential key partners in three categories: Identify Threats, Solutions to Threats, Solution Support/Mission Support.  In addition to federal, tribal, state and local governmental entities, organizations such as the Friends of the Lower Wisconsin and River Alliance of Wisconsin were identified as key partners as well as private sector partners such as canoe livery operators and tourism related businesses.  Arimond suggested the list for “Solutions” be expanded to include national organizations, federal agencies and other states.  A list of action items will be brought to the February meeting.


Also related to strategic planning, Cupp said he discussed social media opportunities with the Department of Tourism’s Marketing Director.  Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest were among the items discussed.  Cupp said with the limited financial and personnel resources, the board should focus on Facebook for the time being.  Arimond concurred and said the social media with the widest reach is Facebook so it makes sense for the board to target efforts in that direction.  


The Operations Committee report was presented by Chairman Dorscheid. The permit request of Nick Morehouse on behalf of the DNR for a timber harvest in the Town of Spring Green, Sauk County, was considered.  Field inspections previously have been conducted at the site by Cupp and the Operations Committee.  Morehouse wishes to harvest red pine from a plantation on Kennedy Road near Bakken’s Pond.  Plans call for the overstory removal of red pine. The area will be managed with fire in the future.  The harvest will be a pre-salvage of the forest products that would otherwise be degraded.  Oak, hickory and red maple seedlings are present and will be the primary forest type after the overstory removal.  No new roads will be constructed.  The harvest will be conducted under frozen or dry ground conditions (October 21 to March 31).  The site is not visible from the Wisconsin River during leaf-on conditions.  


Dorscheid made a motion, seconded by Cary, to approve issuance of a general permit for the harvest with standard conditions.  The standard conditions for a timber harvest permit include:

· The harvest shall be limited to areas not visible from the Wisconsin River during leaf-on conditions;

· The landowner or his/her agent shall notify the LWSRB within 10 working days upon completion of the harvest and, if necessary, the LWSRB shall conduct a post-harvest field inspection; and,
· The LWSRB shall review modification of the plans, as submitted, for compliance with the applicable performance standards.

MOTION CARRIED.


The permit request of Colin O’Keefe for management activities in the Town of Wyoming, Iowa County, was reviewed.  Dorscheid said a field inspection was conducted by Morehouse.  A field inspection will be conducted by Cupp on January 12, 2015.  Plans call for the removal of invasive species for the purpose of restoration of the native prairie and oak savanna.  Species targeted for removal include honeysuckle, multiflora rose, prickly ash, black locusts, red cedar, aspen, etc.  Burning will assist with control in the future.  Replanting of native grasses and forbs will take place after the site has been prepped.  The schedule calls for removal of the invasive species during the winter with burning to follow in the spring.  A small portion of the property is visible from the river and is currently a meadow.  No new structures become visible from the river as a result of the activity.  The activity has been deemed appropriate for the site by Morehouse.

Dorscheid made a motion, seconded by Leys, to approve issuance of a management permit with standard conditions.  The standard conditions for a management permit include:
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· No existing structure(s) shall become visible from the river as a result of the activity;

· The LWSRB shall approve of any modification to the plans, as submitted; and, 
· The landowner or his/her agent shall notify the LWSRB upon initiation and completion of the activity.
MOTION CARRIED.

Cupp reported Quentin Hirtz has request an amendment to an existing timber harvest permit for a parcel in the Town of Boscobel and Town of Marion, Grant County.  Hirtz will meet with the DNR Grant County Forester to review the MFL plan for the property and contact Cupp when completed.  Cupp said he and Morehouse had completed marking of the Riverview Zone at the Wisconsin Badger Camp property in the Town of Millville, Grant County.  He said Mike MacEachern has completed a permit application but the consultant has not yet marked the trees at the site in the Town of Bridgeport, Crawford County.  Cupp said he was contacted by Mary Peterzak regarding the proposed construction of a new house in the Town of Spring Green, Sauk County.  An application has not yet been received.  Cupp said he issued an extension to a previously approved general permit for a timber harvest on land in the Town of Wauzeka, Crawford County, owned by Jerry Finney.  The harvest will not be visible from the Wisconsin River during leaf-on conditions.

The Budget Committee report was presented by Chair Cary who reviewed the status of the FY 15 budget.

The Personnel Committee report was given by Chair Moore who said the annual performance evaluation for the Executive Director was concluded with 7 of 9 board members completing evaluation forms.  She said Cupp received the highest rating from all respondents and said a rating of “exceeds expectations” was appropriate.  Moore made a motion to that effect, seconded by Leys.  MOTION CARRIED.  Moore said the Personnel Committee and Budget Committee had convened a joint meeting to consider issuance of Discretionary Merit Compensation (DMC) awards for staff.  She said both committees recommended approval of DMC awards to Cupp and Marsha Curtis, LWSRB Office Associate.  Moore made a motion to approve issuance of a four-step increase for Curtis and two-step increase for Cupp, the maximum for each employee.  The motion was seconded by Cary.  MOTION CARRIED.

The Executive Director’s report was presented by Cupp who reviewed the materials in the board members’ packets.

Under board members’ business, Leys reported wolf sightings around Prairie du Chien.  

There was no report from DNR.


Under public comment, Forest Jahnke, Crawford Stewardship Project Coordinator, said the annual Love the Land celebration will be held on February 7th at the Gays Mills Community Center.


Timm Zumm, President of the Friends of the Lower Wisconsin Riverway (FLOW) said FLOW annual meeting will be held on January 24, 2015, in Plain.  Cupp will be honored as the 2014 FLOW River Champion at the event. He noted FLOW had partnered with the Driftless Area Land Conservancy to acquire an easement to protect Norton Slough in the Town of Spring Green, Sauk County.  


A motion to adjourn was made by Dorscheid, seconded by Martin.  MOTION CARRIED.
For further information, corrections, additions or deletions to the minutes contact Mark Cupp, Executive Director, at (608) 739‑3188 or 1-800-221-3792.

